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AS 


THE MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS | 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


THE MI DLAND ASSOCIATION, 


ASSEMBLED AT TEWKESBURY, 
JUNE 29th and 80th, 2833, 


Maintaining the Independence of their respective believing 
_ the Important Doctrines of Three Equal Persons in the Godhead,—Eter- } 
nal and Personal Election,—Original Sin,—Particular Redemption,— | 
Free Justification by the Righteousness of Christ imputed,— ious | 
- Qrace in Regeneration,—the Final Perseverance of the Saints,—the Re- 
surrection of the General Judgment at Last 


the Life Everlasting. | 
‘THE SEVERAL SOCIETIES THEY REPRESENT, oR FROM. 
WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED LETTERS: 
rane be to yang, Pence Sram God our Father; and from our 


your attention to subject which we deem, at all times, of the 
greatest importance to the comfort and usefulness of Christians, 
we mean, the ApvaNrack&s and Pizasures or UNION. 

The fatal cause of all the disunion that exists in the world, is 
sin. “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come 
_ they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?” 
If man had continued in innocence, Love never would have for- 
saken the-earth ; but when that was lost, and dark Guilt appeared, 
Love could ‘no longer remain, bat ascended again to heaven, her 
.. mative dbode.. .And, in her absence, what.a dismal spectacle docs 
the world ‘in general In nations, .what strife, cruelty, 
and. bl In. what’ are churches, what 
In families, what 
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the true ‘one, hateful; and haling one another. Has, then, Love, 
that ‘bird of paradise, fled, mever to return? There is but one 
4 sacred spot on.earth, where she descends aud abides, and. that is, ) 
- the true Church of Christ. Wherever believers are united ge | | 
oe ther in the name of Jesus, to observe his institutions, and to obey 
+ 


his Jaws, there ity dwells, and her sweet and plastic influence 
as feltina or degree. Love is the law of the house, 
and if this law be infringed, all the commandments are broken at 
once. “‘ By this,” said our Saviour, “shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 


But:even real ‘Christians are not perfect in love. Hence some- 
times brethren divisions and enmities arise. But these 
breaches ought soon to'be healed. The rule of the Bible on this 
subject is plain—“If any man have a quarrel against any, 


In ‘the 133rd Psalm, the advantages and pleasures of unity 
among brethren are celebrated, and illustrated f images the most 
beautiful and instructive. “‘ Behold how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren ‘to dwell ‘together in unity!” Under the Old dis- 
ae pleasant, ‘and it is not less so under the 

ew. Indeed,in any community, whether civil or sacred, nothing 


an be more advantageous.or pleasant. Without it, there can be 


no good. ‘Nor will unity ever be broken in ‘the “general assem- 
bly and church of ‘the born:” It is as the precious 
ointment that was poured.on the head of Aaron, which diffused 
‘around its ul odours: it is fitable, as the “dew of Her- 
mon, dew that desven the of Zion,” 
which, urning heat of | y, proved refreshing to the 


I. En the first place, then, dear brethren, reflect on the advan-— 


tages of union. 


When ‘Ohristions, personal veligion will 


flourish —N can ‘be more unfriendly to the advancement of 
personal religion strifes, enmities, and divisions. If Chris- 
tians “‘bite and devour’ one-another, they will be in danger of being 


** consumed oneiof another.” If they live in malice and envy, 


instead of cultivati irit .of religion 
will ‘be destroyed. Soon they will cease to f the power of the 
truth, and ‘become ‘little ‘better ‘than ‘formalists;; or, they may be- 
«come apostates, and make shipwreck of ‘the faith. Often hath it 
been :seen, those who have become addicted to controversy, 
have ‘terminated their career in the adoption of the vilest heresies. 


| men. ey have no union 
except ‘the name; if ‘their union consist merely in assembling in 
‘the same (place, and dbeerving the same external forins; if they 
oe to each other for the truth’s sake, and for the 

image of Christ discerned; if they do not.comfort one another ; if 


over the weak.; if they look with an evil eye 


: 
‘ 
? 
Be 7 
4 
| 
4 
> 
j 
jy 
* 
4 
' = 4. 
a 
“ f 
= 
4 
‘ 
2 
| 
. 
| 
a 


the church, or situation in society ; if they are not of a meek, for- 
giving, forbearing spirit ; if they never cast. the mantle.of love 
over the faults of their brethren ; if they are malicious, censorious, 
and unkind ;—it is impossible that religion should flourish in their 
souls. Without love, there can be no piety ; for love is the es- 
Without this, no grace, talent, or 
labour, can be of the least avail. If a man have not charity, he is 
nothing. If Christians are disunited in heart, they cam never 
experience that communion with each other which 9 py 
They resemble those elements in nature that have no afhinity, and 
that will not coalesce. Disumion calls into play those evil pas- 
sions, the a of which is completely destructive of religion 
in ‘the soul. ut where love and harmony prevail, personal reli- 
ion will flourish; the influence of these holy principles will be 
felt by all; and that time, and those thoughts, which were spent 
in the infernal work of enmity -and strife,—which is indeed the 
work of evil spirits rather than of sainte—will be expended 
of Christ,” and to make and election 7 


mutual benefits will be 
pri in of the rest. In conversation, 
ple may flourish about mdependence ; 
a man entirely independent of his fellow-creatures. Even the mis- 
is not exalted to the possession of this privilege. The idea 
of our own weakness, our constant de 
portment, and kind to others, and should prevent us from doing 
their minds from us; for we may ‘rest as- 
sured, that if we act as if we did not regard the feelings or the 
esteem of others, we shall suffer, sooner or later, for such foolish 
and wicked conduct.—Now, dear brethren, the benefits to be de- 
rived from Christian union, are many and great ; but these cannot 
be enjoyed, either where the principle is entirely absent, or where 
it is feeble in its exercise. For instance, Reproof is one import- 
ant benefit resulting from Christian fellowship. But, where there 
is no union, this cannot be enjoyed. If Christians do not love, 
they will not reprove one another. They will suffer their brethren 
‘to fall imto sin without noticing it. But this the Word of God 
denominates hatred. “Thou ee y brother in thy 
heart—thou shalt in any wise reprove thy brother. Open reproof 
but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” To administer 
in @ proper way, requires much more love than to allow obvious 
sins‘to pass unobserved. ‘There are, indeed, many persons, who 
inmagine ‘that those hate them who repzore them. Bat no idea 
can be more erroneous. ‘What can more indicate real regard than 
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to endeavour to reclaim a h wanderer from that crooked path 
which terminates in e death! If we think that man our 
enemy who sees us plunging into temporal ruin, but does not in- 
form us, shall we esteem him a friend who bebolds us turning 
aside into the ways of death, but gives us no warning of our dan- 
ger ? Where Christians have no love to each other, the benefit of 
reproof is lost.—But that is only one of many, which Christians 
cannot enjoy except they are closely united in love. If there be 
real love, they will administer comfort in trial, counsel in difficulty, 
assistance in straits, encouragement in labours, and, in 
short, do all in their power to promote each other's happiness—if 
not, they must necessarily be deprived of these inestimable benefits. 


Finally.— When union prevails among Christians, numbers will 
be to the Church.—The Church of Christ can only be at- 
attractive, when her members love and are united to each other. 
Otherwise, her > must necessarily be repulsive. Loving and 
united, she is “clear as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as 
an army with banners,” To friends she presents an appearance 
bright and alluring—to enemies, an aspect dark and frowning. 
In the primitive times, the people were accustomed to say, ‘‘ See 
how these Christians love one another.” In modern times may it 
not often justly be exclaimed,—‘‘See how these Christians hate 
one another.” But, beloved brethren, these thi ought not so 
to be. Such conduct is not the result of religion, but springs from 
the depravity of the heart. If churches are not distinguished for 
love, few additions can be ; for such communities, to 

converts, whose love g ardently when they are first 
Muminated, possess no attraction, but repel their approach. Be- 
sides, where there is little love, and where evil dispositions prevail, 
few efforts will be made to bring others into the fold. Those who 
are living in the indulgence of animosity, will not manifest great 
anxiety for the conversion of men, will not much the exten- 
sion of the kingdom of Christ. But astate of things like this is most 
deplorable.—W ithout additions, no church can flourish ; nor does 
a church, in that case, answer the end of its existence, which is, 
that it ‘may increase. The accession even of one convert enhances 
the joy of the church triumphant; and if, in any part of it, owing 
to the prevalence of a bad spirit, converts are not added to the 
church militant, it will be deprived of all that and 
invigoration, and joy, which the augmentation of numbers is fitted 
to inspire. Behold, then, how good, how truly advantageous it 
is, when brethren dwell together in unity! ey promote each 
other's personal piety; they confer on each other mutual benefits; 
and one glorious result of their love and unity is, that numbers are 
added to the church. : 


II.—But, in the second place, reflect on the pleasures of 
‘Christian union. | 
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When Christians are united, in solitude they will be the sub- 
jects of pleasant thoughts.—When a society is disunited, indivi- 
dual cumfort is greatly injured. Where there is no confidence, no 
mutual esteem or regard, suspicion and distrust, feelings of the 
most deleterious nature, reign in every mind.. The thoughts of 
the members, respecting Tak aiken will be anxious and distress- 
ing, and even in their conduct too soon they may manifest the 
diseased condition of their minds. They will not act uniformly 
with affability and pleasantness. They will noe be able to 
conceal their ill humours. Now, they will be free and open ; then, 
reserved and distant: at one time, condescending and kind; at 
another, proud and insulting. If their thoughts of one another are 
evil, it will soon be seen. They will be disposed easily to take 
offence; they will not hesitate to manifest, that they do not care 
for each other; and if they are really offended, they will hardly 
forgive, but will indulge malignant and revengeful thoughts, But 
nothing can be more inimical to a Christian state of feeling. 
Where love prevails, the case is very different: Christians who 
dwell in unity, entertain pleasant and agreeable thoughts of each 
other when separate. Under the benign influence of love, their 
thoughts, when absent, are like gleams of sunshine, and their 


minds are the abodes of constant delight, | 


When Christians are united, they enjoy the pleasures of mutual 
sympathy.—This is indeed an advantage of union, as well as one 
of its pleasures; but the pleasure is easily distinguishable from 
the advantage ; and from sympathy much pleasure arises. Sym- 
pathy is inculeated on the disciples of Christ. “ Rejoice with 
them that rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Remember 
those that are in bonds, as bound with them,” &c, Disunion pro- 
motes envy; and where this vile passion, which is its own punish- 
ment in every breast in which it aces, prevails in a community, 
there can be no real sympathy. They may rejoice in calamity, 
and repine at success. In affliction, there may be no kind heart ~ 
into which they can pour their sorrows—no benignant spirit ready 
to sooth their troubled minds, or to alleviate the burden of their 
grief. And if they have cause of joy, they may feel themselves 
similarly situated. ‘To communicate joyful intelligence, would be 
to inflict pain, iustead of imparting pleasure. ‘This is, indeed, a 
dark picture; but it may be well to consider, whether it be not a 
correct representation of every society, whether civil or sacred, 
where disunion exists. But where love reigns, the rich will assist 
. the poor, and the will not envy the rich: the strong will sup- 
- port the weak, and the weak will not despise the assistance of the 
strong. If one be glad, all will rejoice—if one be sorrowful, all 
will feel in sympathy. ‘The house of mourning will not be disre- 
garded, but visited, as well as the house of feasting; and all will 
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act as those who have the same fears and hopes, the same jovs and 
sorrows. 


‘Finally — When Christians are united, their public assemblies, 
and. social meetings, will prove seasons of the highest pleasure. 
On every proper occasion, when they meet, they will be glad to 
see each other. “Those who fear Thee,” said the Psalmist, “ will 
be glad when they see me; becanse I have huped in Thy word.” 
The institutions of religion are designed and adapted to promote 

, as well as to impart instruction. This idea has never 
lost sight of by the genuine disciples of Christ. His ordi- 
nances they have ever prized, as affording them fresh opportunities 
of testifying their regard for their brethren, of ing their mu- 
tual joys, and of presenting their gratitude to the Giver of all 
good, for the blessings that pertain to life and godliness —And 
social meetings also, if conducted on scriptural principles, have the 
saine object in view, to promote happiness and love. Now, when 
union prevails in a community, every o ity of meeting will 
be heaven for the time. felicity will be en- 
hanced, from the interesting fact, that the happiness of the assem- 
_ bly will be that of each one. They will experience the pleasure 
of communion. The union of their voices will be an emblem of 
the union of their hearts; and as their attention will be occupied 
with the same glorious objects, they will realize those delightful 
emotions which elevated contemplations are fitted to inspire. With 
the multitude of the righteous, they will joyfully keep holy-day, 
and will be glad when it is said to them, “‘ Go ye up to the house 
of the Lord ;” and, for their “‘ brethren and companions’ sakes,” 
‘they will say, “Peace be within thee.” | 


In conclusion, dear brethren, you union ; 
it is both and gg anifest love without waiting for 
its tadiouton in ers—let your love be as the “dew “det 
waiteth not for man.” You will assuredly realize that a blessing 
is ever connected with the exercise of love. Besides, love is 
an indubitable evidence of saving grace.—‘‘ We know,” said John, 
“that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” Mark the apostle’s expression—the brethren, those 
who are near to you—those with whom you enjoy daily intercourse. 
And love is the best preparation for that exalted place where it 
reigns—where its influence is felt by all—where harmony will 
never be interrupted. Those who do not live under the dominion 
of love can never enter heaven. Never forget the important apos- 
tolic exhortation—“ let brotherly love continue.” 
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BREVIATES. 


Wepnespay, Three o’clock.—The Ministers and Messengers assembled 
at Tewkesbury.—Brother Trotman was chosen Moderator; Brother Fry 
prayed ; the Letters from the Churches were read; Brother Williams con- 
cluded the Meeting with prayer; the Ministers and Messengers 

together to transact the business of the Association. | 


Application was made by the Church at Cats-hill, near Bromsgrove, for 
admission into the Association; the request was granted. | 


Evening, half- Six.— Brother Davies ed; Brother Curzon preached 
and Brother Weilsford concluded. 


Tuurspay Mornine, Six o’clock.—Messrs. Keen, Elliot, Rogers, and 
Bate prayed ; the Fund Money collected and distributed. | 
Half-past Ten.—Brother Eustace C ed; Brethren Hoby and 
Evening, half-past Six.— Was held an interesting Missionary Meeting. 
The next Association to be held at Cannon-street, Birmingham ; Brethren | 


Pe Claypole, - Blackmore, to preach, and Brother Hoby to write the 
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